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Author’s Purpose

The purpose of this story is to document real Louisiana stories for young
children. There are so many young students in Louisiana, and it is very important
that these children experience storytelling that expresses their own culture. True
Louisiana culture is very different from lots of the stereotypes that are shown in
most Louisiana literature. I feel it is important for young students to read about real
Louisiana culture. I would classify this book as a true story based on my childhood
where I spent lots of time at my grandparent’s house with my sister and my
cousins. This is a story of my life growing up in Southern Louisiana. This story is
appropriate for all young children, and I believe it is important for young children
to hear real stories about Louisiana. This is a dramatic and humorous retelling of

events in my childhood, it is lighthearted and fun for young children to read!
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As a seven-year-old, [ was a natural leader. I am the oldest on both sides of
my family, so I loved to be in control and in charge of my younger cousins. |
always wanted to play school. I was always the teacher because | was the oldest. In
school, my “bossy” attitude often got me in trouble. However, I find that as I get
older, the qualities that made me “bossy” are now that qualities that show my
leadership skills. Being called “bossy” all the time as a child often ruined my self-
esteem, and I often hesitate to take charge of things because I don’t want to be
called “bossy”. I’ve learned to accept that [ am a natural leader and being a leader
does not categorize someone as bossy!

When I was younger, I spent lots of time with my younger sister, Cameryn,
and my younger cousins, Celia and Lenore. [ am two years older than Cameryn,
and she is two years older than Celia. Lenore is five years younger than Celia, so

we didn’t play with her as much when we were kids because she was a baby. We



spent lots of time during the summers at our grandparent’s house. Our grandma is
called Grammy, and our grandpa is called PawPaw!

Our grandparents live in Youngsville, Louisiana. When we were growing
up, Youngsville was a very small and quiet town, but since then Youngsville has
grown quite a bit! During the summers, we would play at my grandparent’s
neighborhood park, or we would pretend to be mermaids in the swimming pool.
Grammy had a very large yard full of flowers and trees and we would help her
garden somedays. Grammy would let us play outside all day until the streetlights
came on. Once the streetlights came on it was time to go inside, otherwise the
mosquitos would start to bite us!

When I think about my grandparent’s house, I think about how cold it
always was. My grandparents lived in a small house and my grandmother always
kept the air conditioner on very low. I remember my sister and I sleeping under
stacks of blankets because we would get so cold at night. I think of how their house
smelled like floral candles and air fresheners. I hear the television playing in the
living room while we played, and I can taste the candy from the glass dish that my
grandmother kept on the kitchen counter. There are a lot of memories of my
childhood that come to mind when I think of my grandparent’s house.

If we weren’t outside playing, we were inside playing dress up! Grammy

loved to sew, she created so many dresses and costumes for us to play with, and



her guest bedroom served as our dress-up playroom! The closet was filled with all
the dresses, leotards, and tutus that Grammy made for us!

There weren’t many rules at Grammy’s house, but one rule was that we
always had to clean up our messes! Grammy would not let us take our any new
toys or games unless we cleaned up our mess. We often made very big messes
while playing dress-up. We would take out all the clothes and change costumes
many times while playing. Since we were so little, we didn’t care much about
making a mess, but Grammy made sure that we cleaned everything up when we
were done. She always checked the guest room before we left to make sure we left
the room just how we found it!

One summer day, while we were playing at Grammy house, she told us that
she was going to take us the Acadiana Zoo after lunch! We loved to go to the zoo,
so we were super excited! We still had plenty of time to play before lunch so all
three of us decided to play dress-up together. We took out all the clothes and
pretended to be princesses, fairies, acrobats, and anything else that we could think
of. By the time it was time for lunch, all the costumes were out of the closet and on
the floor. Grammy came in the room and told us to quickly clean up so that we can
leave and go to the zoo. We were way too excited to go to the zoo, and we didn’t
really care about the mess, so we just shoved all the costumes into the closet

without hanging them properly.



We changed back into our regular clothes and went into the kitchen to eat
lunch. Grammy would make lunch for us every day, grilled cheese sandwiches and
apple slices. We finished lunch and hoped in the car to go to the zoo!

As akid, I loved the zoo! My favorite animal was (and still is) monkeys, so
my favorite exhibit was the monkey exhibit. The cage went all the way around, so |
could watch the monkeys climb above my head. I loved to ride the train because it
would take us out into the pasture that had all the zebras. Grammy would let us pay
a quarter for a handful of food to feed the zebras. The zoo also had a giant petting
zoo that had lots of goats, sheep, and pigs. We loved going into the snake exhibit
and seeing all the scary and slimy creatures.

Although we loved seeing the animals, our favorite part of the zoo was the
gift shop! It was decorated to look like a safari on the inside, with fake vines and
plants everywhere. The gift shop had tons of figurines and stuffed animals. It also
had many candies and treats.

It was now time to leave the zoo. The zoo was far from Grammy’s house,
but we didn’t mind because we loved riding in Grammy’s car. We would roll the
windows down and listen to country music with the wind blowing through our
hair.

Once we got back to Grammy’s house, it was almost time for our dad to pick

us up and bring us home. Grammy told us that she was going to double check to



make sure that the guest room was all clean. We knew that if she opened that closet
door we would be in lots of trouble. We convinced Grammy to let us “play” for
five more minutes before our dad arrived. Grammy told us that we could play, but
she didn’t want us taking out any of the costumes because it would take us too long
to clean up afterwards.

We ran into the guest room and shut the door. We only had five minutes to
take all the clothes out of the closet, put them back onto their hangers, and hang
them up neatly in the closet. If we didn’t get this room clean, we would definitely
be punished, and we wouldn’t be allowed to play dress-up anymore! We took all
the clothes out of the closet and split them into three piles, one for each of us. We
quickly began hanging each of the costumes onto to the hangers and hanging them
neatly in the closet. Time was going by so quickly! We only had three minutes left
and half of the clothes were still on the floor! Now there were two minutes left,
still lots of clothes left! One minute! Thirty seconds! We heard Grammy’s
footsteps coming down the hallways. We hurried and hung the last bit of the
clothes up in the closet and shut the closet door right as Grammy opened the door!

We did it! We cleaned all the clothes up without getting caught! Now it was

time to go home for dinner!



Vocabulary
Youngsville, LA- A small city in the state of Louisiana.
Z.oo-siana- A zoo in Broussard, Louisiana.

Mosquito- A bloodsucking insect, common in Louisiana.
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CC BY-NC-ND: This license allows re-users to copy and distribute the material in

any medium or format in unadopted form only, for noncommercial purposes only, and
only so long as attribution is given to the creator.
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Credit must be given to the creator
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No derivatives or adaptations of the work are permitted
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